
Washoe County Regional 
Animal Services
Exotic Animal Handling and Care 



For the purposes of 
this training, exotic 
animals will be 
considered reptiles, 
amphibians, insects 
and arachnids that are 
commonly kept in the 
pet trade. This is not an 
inclusive list of animals, 
and you should be 
prepared to be 
surprised with what 
you may find in the 
field or at our shelter at 
any time!



The internet has made our 
job very interesting in the 

past two decades. 

With websites like MorphMarket.com, 
FaunaClassifieds.com, Craigslist and 
Facebook, obtaining exotics animals is easier 
than ever



Common types of housing you 
will see in people's homes





Many animals like to burrow or 
camouflage, so just because you 

don’t see something, doesn’t 
mean the enclosure is empty



Use caution 
when handling 
these animals. 
Use proper PPE 
and take 
precautions to 
keep yourself 
and the animals 
safe

• Many exotic animals can harm you in more 
ways than just biting. You need to be aware 
that large snakes can constrict you, 
venomous snakes can envenomate you, 
lizards and crocodilians can harm you with 
their teeth, nails and tail, amphibians can 
secret toxins from poison glands and some 
tarantulas can flick urticating hairs that can 
affect your vision and breathing. 

• Did you know that scientists are discovering 
that more and more monitor lizards have 
venom glands? If they bite you, they will 
lacerate your skin while also blending venom 
into their saliva. 





Teeth from a crocodile monitor

Inflammation from urticating
hairs of a tarantula







Diseases and injuries







Cages already set up and ready. 
They will be stocked with water, 
hide spots and either heat pads 
or heat lights ready to go 

WCRAS purchased Vision cages for our exotic animals, they do 
have a lip that snakes can hide in. See in the upper left corner 
of this picture 



Feeding and Nutrition



Snakes: Mice, rats, or rabbits

Bearded Dragons: Dark leafy greens, veggies, insects

Iguanas: Dark leafy greens, veggies, fruit

Tegus: Small rodents, fruit, eggs, insects

Monitors: Insects, eggs, small rodents

Geckos: Primarily insects, some fruit



• There are commercial diets 
available for many species, but 
some animals will refuse to eat 
them. Fresh food is best!

• Most lizards will require a 
mineral/calcium supplement (+D3). 
Lack of calcium can lead to 
Metabolic Bone Disease.

• Remember, a cold reptile can’t 
properly digest their food!
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